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habits of vice grow up of themselves, whilst those of
virtue are of slow and difficult formation: that they
who draw the finest pictures of virtue, and seem
most enamoured of her charms, are often the least
under her influence, and by the merest trifles are
drawn aside from that line of conduct, which they
most seriously recommend to others: that all this
takes place, though most of the pleasures of vice are
to be found with less alloy in the paths of virtue:
whilst at the same time, these paths afford superior
and more exquisite delights, peculiar to themselves,
and are free from the diseases and bitter remorse, at
the price of which vicious gratifications are so often
purchased.
It may suffice to touch very slightly on some
other arguments, which it would hardly be right to
leave altogether unnoticed: one of these, the justice
of which, however denied by superficial moralists,
parents of strict principles can abundantly testify,
may be drawn from the perverse and froward dis-
positions perceivable in children, the correction of
which too often baffles the most strenuous efforts of
the wise and good. Another may be drawn from
the various deceits we are apt to practise on our-
selves, to which no one can be a stranger, who has
ever contemplated the operations of his own mind
with serious attention. To the influence of this
species of corruption it has been in a great degree
owing, that Christianity itself has been too often
disgraced. The gospel of peace has been turned
into an engine of cruelty, and amidst the bitterness
of persecution, every trace has disappeared of the
mild and beneficent spirit of the religion of Jesus.
In what degree must the taint have worked itself
into the frame, and corrupted the habit, when the
most wholesome nutriment can be thus converted
into the deadliest poison ? Wishing always to argue

